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Treland’s

Butterflies
of Edrly Spring

Most of our butterflies hibernate as eggs or
larvae. But a few species hibernate as adults.
These are the ones that will be on the wing in

the first few days of spring.

The Small Tortoiseshell is one of our
commonest butterflies. It is found in all
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Dandelions are a vital
nectar source for
butterflies in early
spring.
Please leave them to
flower before you cut
the grass.

rimstone is found mainly
entre and west of Ireland.
is scarce in the east.

The Peacock is another
common butterfly. Males
often defend a territory
along a stretch of forest
road, where they can bask
on the warm gravel.

This Red Admiral is basking in the
early season sun. Butterflies are
cold -blooded and must warm up

before they can fly.
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The Comma is a relatively new species to Ireland. It first bred in Wexford Small Tortoiseshells, Peacocks, Commas and
and has been spreading ever since. It has distinctive ragged edges to its Red Admirals all lay their eggs on nettles.
wings. The Comma gets its name from the small white mark on the un- You can help butterflies by leaving some
derside of the wings. nettles in a sunny corner of your garden.
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